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AMENDED CLAIMS - , 
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(AMENDED) The process for automatically adjusting a lime 
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period oFa time sk)t in a communication channel, comprising the steps of: 

detennining whether data are being transmitted in a time slot in said 
communication chaAnnel; 

adjusting said time slot to a first time period if data are not being 
transmitted in said time slot; and 

adjusting said time slot to a second time period if data are being 
transmitted in said time Slot. 



2. (AMENDED) The process of claim 1, wherein said second time 
period is greater than said first time period. 



(AMENDED) The process for automatically adjusting a time period 
of a time slot in aVommunication channel, comprising the steps of: 

detemining whether data are being transmitted in a time slot in said 
communication channsnel; 

determining whether the data being transmitted comprises a particular 

data type; 

adjusting said time slot to a first time period if data are not being 
transmitted in said time slot; 

adjusting said time slot to a second time period if data are being 
transmitted in said time slot; and i 
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\adjusting said time slot to a third time period, if said data comprises a 
particular data type. 



5. (AMENDED) The process of claim 4, wherein said second time 



^ rv period is greater than said first time period 




12.\ (AMENDED) The system of claim 11 wherein said 
microprocessor adjusts the time slot to a first time period if the data are not 
transmitted, and adjusts the time slot to a second time period if data are being 
;ansmitted. 



13. (AMl^NDED) The system of claim 12 wherein said second 
time period is greater than s^ first time period. 



15. ^AMENDED) A system for communicating data among 
V Mrt different units, comprising: 
' a data channel having a plurality of time slots for transmitting and 

receiving data; 

each unit conrlprising a microprocessor coupled to said data channel for 
^"y^^^^^^^ monitoring and processing da^; 

said microprocessor adjusting a time period of one of said time slots 
depending on content of the tim^slot; 

said microprocessOT adjusting a time period of one of said time slots 
depending on content of the time sIot; 
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